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Here  in  the  North  State,  "There  is  no  immediate 

Town  Creek  has  likely  danger  to  the  public  who 
been  running  blue  at  cer-  come  in  contact  with  the 
tain  times  of  the  year  for  impacted  water  bodies, 
more  than  100  years,  said  however,  the  public  should 
While  Colorado  has  its  Clint  Snyder,  assistant  ex-  avoid  contact  with  these 
orange  river,  Shasta  Conn-  ecutive  officer  of  the  Gen-  waters  ” Snyder  said, 
ty  has  blue  and  red  cieefe.  tral  Valley  Water  Quality  “Concentrations  of 
The  Animas  River  Control  Board  Redding.  copper  in  the  impacted 
in  southwest  Colorado  Copper  in  the  water  reaches  of  Town  Creek 
made  headlines  this  past  from  the  abandoned  Bully 

Week  after  millions  of  Hill  mine  turns  the  water  Ses  CREEKS, 2A 
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CREEKS 

from  1A 


and  Bucks  Gulch  are  le- 
thal to  many  aquatic  or- 
ganisms, including  fish, 
which  is  why  these  or- 
ganisms are  not  found  in 
either  stream  " he  said  in 
an  email, 

Bucks  Gulch*  a tribu- 
tary to  Horse  Creek,  runs 
an  -orange-rusty  color 
from  high  levels  of  iron  in 
the  water  from  the  aban- 
doned Rising  Star  Mine,  he 
said.  Both  creeks  run  into 
the  Squaw  Creek  Arm  of 
Shasta  Lake, 

Cleanup  on  both  creeks 
has  been  underway  since 
1998,  he  said,  Snyder  said 
that  because  of  safeguards 
built  into  the  cleanup  sites 
on  the  two  creeks,  it  is  un- 
likely there  could  be  an 
incident  si  sr  to  what 
happened  in  Colorado, 

There,  a U.S.  Environ- 
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from  3,600,  he  said. 

The  creeks  ran.  clean 
above  the  mines  but  not 
below,  he  said.  They  also 
flow  through  private  prop- 
erty owned  by  the  current 


waste  into  a 
runs  into  tl 
River, 

When  the  ti 


iencedt  there  are  signs 
warning  people  not  to 
trespass  and  to  avoid  the 
creeks, 

Andrea  Capps,  a spokes- 
woman fdr  the  Shasta- 


comes  diluted  to  the  point 
where  it  is  no  longer  toxic 
to  fish  and  other  animals, 
he  said, 

Snyder  said  there  have 
not  been  any  fish  kills 
in  the  area  since  clean- 
up of  the  mines  began. 
While  metal  levels  in  the 
streams  have  bees  re- 
duced  by  cleanup  at  the 
sites,  they  are  still  above 
acceptable  thresholds,  he 
said. 

Copper  levels  in  Horse 
Creek  have  been  reduced 
from  6,600  parts  per  bil- 
lion to  4,700,  while  the  ac- 
ceptable limit  is  4.1  parts 
per  billion,  he  said.  Copper 
levels  in  Town  Creek  are 
890  parts  per  billion,  down 
from  3,600,  he  said 
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Andrea  uapps,  a spOKes- 
wo&an  for  the  Shasta- 
Trinity  National  Forest* 
which  manages  Lake  Shas- 
ta, said  the  agency  is  aware 
of  the  mines  and  cleanup 
operations  in  the  area, 

‘This  is  a known  situa- 
tion * This  not  completely 
out  of  the  norm”  Capps 
said. 

Indeed*  abandoned 
mines  similar  to  those  on 
Horse  and  Town  creeks 
are  common  around  Lake 
Shasta.  There  are  15  to  20 
similar  mines  in  what  is 
known  as  the  '"copper  cres- 
cent " because  of  the  many 
former  copper  mines  in 
the  area*  Snyder  said. 

The  crescent  starts 
about  20  mite  east  of  Red- 
ding along  Highway  299 
at  the  Afterthought  Mine 
in  Ingot  and  arcs  around 
Lake  Shasta  to  Highway 
299  in  the  French  Gulch 
area. 


299  in  the  French  Gulch 
area. 

The  cost  of  cleanup  at 
the  mines  is  typically  paid 

for  by  the  property  own- 
ers* Snyder  said.  And  they 
will  be  paying  for  a long 
time. 

The  water  coming  out  of 
the  Bully  Hill  and  Rising 
Star  mines  will  likely  need 
to  be  treated  for  many 
years  to  come,  Snyder  said. 
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